
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

Edition 13—17 August 2009 
P & C Meeting  held on the 2nd Monday of each month.  
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Principal’s Report  
 
I had the privilege of attending the Q150 Concert involving over 300 extremely talented regional state school students 
on Saturday evening at the Cairns Civic Theatre. Let me say that the range of talent amongst our students is just as 
impressive with many of our students represented in the Combined Choir, Orchestra and Concert Band. Our students 
played a range of instruments and we had students from year 8 through to year 12 involved. Congratulations to them 
and the efforts of instrumental and music teachers; Ms Tawse, Ms Rankine, Ms Berry and Mr Johansen. 
 
School Opinion Surveys 
Shortly the school will be conducting the School Opinion Survey process. The survey is a valuable tool in determining 
how we are travelling and assists us in planning for the future. The whole school community is involved and samples of 
students and parents will be asked to complete surveys. Can I thank you in advance for your assistance with this 
process and if you have any questions do not hesitate to contact the school. 
 
Bundaberg Sugar Ltd Bursary 
Each year Bundaberg Sugar Ltd provides two bursaries to high academic achieving students at the school. Early this 
year students applied for the bursary which is primarily based on results in year 10. Mr Geoff McGrath from Bundaberg 
Sugar recently presented bursaries on our full school parade to current Year 11 students, William Lewis and Harmohan 
Singh. Congratulations to both these students. 
 
 
Driving to School  
This time of year many of our year 12 students are acquiring their 
Driver’s Licence. A reminder that although students may drive to 
school they may not leave the school during the day without 
permission from the school office. Students under no 
circumstances are to provide transport for other students unless 
written permission is given by the parents of both driver and 
passenger and this is provided to the school. Any leaving of the 
school grounds must be justified and permission may not 
necessarily be granted. 
 
Subject Selections 
The Leadership Group is currently preparing subject selection processes for students in 2010. Later this term in early 
September we will be conducting information evenings for students going into year 11 in 2010 and for students 
entering year 10 in 2010. Current year 10 students will also be involved in developing their Senior Education and 
Training (SET) Plan early in term 4 with our school Guidance Officers. 
 
Innisfail State College Update 
If you had been around at the Innisfail State College site recently you would have noticed some of the large changes 
that have occurred. Major works are currently being done on the new Performing Arts Centre. This centre will be 
capable of seating 300 complete with stage, hi-tech lighting and sound systems installed. 
 
Work will commence this week on the second Sports Centre. The first centre is nearing completion and students will 
also have access to a first class Kinesiology Lab to assist in developing excellent athletes. The Information Centre is 
nearing completion and will feature 24 hour computer access along with Video Conferencing. Beautification works on 
the grounds are continually happening and original buildings are being renovated to house new science and art 
spaces. 
 
While the area is still very much a construction site, timelines for visitations for our students have been planned for 
term 4 with opportunities for parents and friends to also visit. More information on these exact dates in the near future. 
 
 
Richard Graham 

IN THE WAITING ROOM  

"....look not only to your own interests, but also to the interests of others"  Philippians 2:3-4 NIV   
People will often say that relationships are more i mportant than anything else, but their actions 
don't show it. How about you?  Relationships are living things and like any living  thing if you don't  
feed and protect them, they will die. While things are going well we can take the people close to us  
for granted, then a massive crisis comes along to r emind us how valuable the people in our lives are.  
For example one author wrote  "The Intensive Care waiting room is different from any other place in the 
world. And the people who wait are different. They just cant do enough for each other. No one is rude.   
The distinctions of race and of class melt away. Th e truckie loves his wife as much as the university professor loves his, and 
everyone understands this. Each person pulls for ev eryone else. In the Intensive Care waiting room the  world changes. vanity 
and fake vanish. The universe is focused on the doc tor's next report. If only it will show improvement .... Everyone knows that 
loving someone else is what life is all about. Coul d we learn to love like that. if we realised that e very day of life, is like a day in 
the Intensive Care waiting room?" The apostle Paul says, "...If I had enough faith, that I could move mounta ins, but didn't love 
others..... I would be nothing" (1 Corinthians 13:2  NLT) He's absolutely right isn't he?!   
Inspired by the Word4U2day  
 
Brody Murray—School Chaplain 



HISTORY EXCURSION TO TOWNSVILLE 
 
There was a definite maritime theme to the combined history 
classes’ trip to both the Museum of Tropical North Queensland and 
the Palmer St, Maritime Museum.  The group consisted of 42 
students, all of whom study a history in Years 10,11 and 12.  
Although the 7am start was a shock to the system for some, most 
agreed that the day was an enjoyable one. 
First port of call was the recently upgraded maritime museum.  With 
the help of  Mr Noel Usher, students could throw a rope over a 
bollard, view exhibits relating to HMAS Sydney (which was found off 
the WA coast in 2008), touch a cat o’ nine tails or size up a pearl 
diver’s helmet and suit. 
A quick half hour walk over Ross Creek brought us to the Museum 
of Tropical North Queensland.  Year 10 was acquainted with the 
HMS Pandora story and its subsequent wreck.  They participated in 
an activity which viewed shipboard life through the journal of a sailor. 
The Year 11 and 12 students were taken into an area off limits to the public.  Here they saw both wet and dry 
laboratories and could appreciate the ongoing work of conservators.  We were also taken into a huge climatically 
controlled storage room where a large collection of Mamu artifacts were being prepared for the up and coming Mamu 
Arts and Culture Exhibition (15-17 September) at the Shire Hall here in Innisfail! 
On the return journey a mutiny was averted by a stop at the Frosty Mango.  Many thanks too, to Mr Royle, for his role 
on the day. 
 

Kym Marchant 
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Theodore the final champions! 
 
Last Friday Theodore House was named Innisfail SHS sports champions 
for 2009.  In an historic moment the house captains held the trophy aloft 
for the final time at Innisfail State High School.  Have a look at the photos 
at the back of the newsletter. 
 
Luckily the weather did not dampen any spirits during the day, and the 
students proudly dressed up in their house themes for the traditional 
march past and war cry competition to get the day started. 
 
Congratulations goes to all students who participated during the day, and 
to the Community Recreation students who helped run the events. 
 
Special congratulations to the following age champions - 
13U Male and Female—Clement Gesa (Johnstone) and Taylah Barns 
(Fitzgerald). 
14U Male and Female— Wilson Leger (Pease) and Natalie Kneubuhler 
(Theordore) 
15U Male and Female—Bodean Tanner (Pease) and Tara Strano 
(Theodore) 
16U Male and Female—Mark Edgerton (Pease) and Kristy Cheetham 
(Fitzgerald)  
17Over Male and Female—Brodee Patti (Johnstone) and Kayla Turner 
(Johnstone) 
 
Thank you to the parents who came to watch and support our students, 
thanks also to the staff of Innisfail SHS for running of the day. 
 
The Innisfail SHS team will now compete at the District Athletics Carnival 
on Friday 21st August at Tully SHS. 
 
Good luck! 



CHAMBER of COMMERCE SUPPORTS OUR SCHOOL 
 
Following a request to the Innisfail of Chamber of Commerce for guest speakers for our 11 English Communications work 
unit, we were overwhelmed with volunteers from a  range of different businesses from the area. These included: 

 
Chris Dembowski from North Coast Machinery 
Rodney Bradtke from Conics 
Adam Willimott from the PCYC 
Sam Pagano from Innisfail Tackle and Sports 
Kerry McDonald from Travelworld 
Les Sheahan from Garage World 
Greg Blatt from the Innisfail Police 
Roslyn Schwenke from NEATO 
Julia Conole from Innisfail Veterinary Clinic 
Alf Gulotta from Alf’s Smash Repairs 

 
Speakers were asked to explain to students what employers look for when interviewing and hiring young people for jobs. 
They were asked to talk about their own work journeys since leaving school. 
 
The support of local businesses in work education is an important investment in the future adults of the region – our 
students. 
 
Many thanks to the Chamber and also to the other employers who were contacted directly. 
 
Deborah Thomas 
Head of Department - English 

WEEK 
COMMENCING 

MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY 

17/8/2009 C MARTIN K FERGUSON  C JOY B GULDALI 

24/8/2009  K MITCHELL  A RIDGWELL M NOLAN 
L ANDERSON 

31/8/2009  A RIDGWELL  R DOYLE B GULDALI 

7/9/2009 Y MOULE G CASEY   M NOLAN 
S PATTISON 

14/9/2009 C JOY K FERGUSON  C JOY B GULDALI 
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Thank you to the teachers who attended these sessions with the students and a big thank you to the  
technicians on the day Simon East and Matthew Modra who presented the program. 
 

On Friday, all Year 8 students attended the multi-media presentation ‘Rebound’ by Motivational Media.  
The program included many inspirational stories and students walked away feeling motivated and enthusiastic.  
Students thoroughly enjoyed the presentation and were asked to describe what they thought in a couple of words.  
Here are some of the responses – 

· Helpful 
· Deadly music 
· Whooooaaahhhh 
· Good example 
· Funny 
· Touching 

· Inspiring 
· Motivational 
· Very loud 
· Creative 
· Wish I could do that!! (Kayak to New 

Zealand) 



Seven records were broken at this year’s Athletics Carnival. 

 

 * Chayd Brown - 100m   - 11.49 sec 
 * Taylah Barns - 100m   - 13.19 sec 
 * Jason Strano - High Jump - 1.67m 
 * Tara Strano  - High Jump - 1.61m 
 * Clement Gesa - Javelin  - 34.48m 
 * Taylah Barns - Long Jump - 4.08m 
 * Martika Carroll - Triple Jump - 9.89m 
 

Congratulations to all these students and good luck at the 
District Carnival in Tully on Friday 21 August. 


