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2009 FNQ Zone Schools Constitutional Convention

The FNQ Zone Schools Constitutional Convention for
2009 was held at the Cairns Mayoral Reception
Chambers on Wednesday 25 February. Fifteen schools
attended, and Innisfail sent a team consisting of Callum
Thomas (Nominated Speaker), Vanessa Wolfe, Olivia
Mason and Sarah Wilson-Quinn. Callum spoke to the
topic ‘Australian Republic—to be or not be?’ While his
bid to win one of two trips to Canberra was unsuccessful,
the “unofficial judging panel” (attending teachers) placed
him in the first five. Callum did, however, win a gift
voucher for the most erudite speaker—to his credit.

After an Official Opening by Mayor Val Schier, a former
High court barrister, Michael Sumner-Potts gave the
case against Australia giving up its constitutional
monarchy. Mandy Shircore, Lecturer in Law at JCU,
provided the case for the republic. With the majority of
students studying either one of the history subjects or
Legal Studies, there was much informed questioning of
the two guest speakers.

A realistic referendum followed, after an interesting
explanation as to the process, by Tony Anderson from
the Australian Electoral Commission. Even so, some of
those attending could not get it right—voting informally—
much to the amusement of those who voted correctly!
Perhaps one of the more valuable aspects of the day is
that it allows senior students from a variety of schools to
interact. Our students ate lunch in the Council forecourt
with the Mossman State High School team on the basis
of the similar bottle-green formal uniforms. Clearly a shared fashion sense.

Kym Marchant

2009 FNQ Zone Schools Constitutional Convention for ATSI Students

Following a similar programme to
the Wednesday Convention, this
event was held again at the
Cairns Regional Council
Reception Rooms, on Friday 27
February. The Welcome to
Country and Opening of the
Convention was made by
Henrietta Marrie (nee Fourmile) a
highly respected tribal elder from
the Cairns area. She has spent
several years attached to the
United Nations in both Canada
and the United States working
also for the Christensen Fund.
Teams from several schools were
organised for the day’s activities
by Brett Nutley, Indigenous Liason Officer and Raylene Mills, an Educational Officer, both from
Queensland Parliament.
The case for and against the proposition—Should Australia be a republic or a constitutional monarchy? -
was argued by Henrietta (who supported the present system) and Heron Loban, Lecturer at Law JCU who
argued passionately for a republic. A student referendum followed, after a soapbox session, with the
younger generation voting through plebiscite for a republic.
Our team consisted of Llarani Hart, Tania Ramsey, Jazminn Moyle, Alicia Edwards and our nominated
speaker Patrick McCarthy. Pat’s analogy of a broken favourite Milo mug and our present relationship with
the UK attracted much attention. Suffice to say he won an all expenses paid trip to Canberra for the
National Convention along with the delegate from Trinity Bay High School. We are understandably very
proud of his achievement!

Kym Marchant




From the Principal’'s Desk

Last weekend, | was very fortunate to attend two events
which showcased the exceptional talents of our two school
captains. Friday night, | attended the Women Who Make a
Difference Awards and am very proud to congratulate
Vanessa Wolfe who was awarded the Young Woman Who
Make A Difference Award. Vanessa also spoke on the
night and did an outstanding job. Well done Vanessa.

Then on Saturday night, | attended the Zone finals for
Lions Youth of the Year where Justin Azzopardi
represented Innisfail. Unfortunately, Justin did not win on
the night, but with only half a point between him and the
winner, Justin needs to be very proud of his efforts; he did
very well. As well Patrick McCarthy , (another of our
senior leaders) won the FNQ Constitutional Speaking
Competition and will represent Queensland in Canberra
next week. With our senior leaders attending a
Leadership workshop on Tuesday and being commended
for their interaction with other school leaders and for
showing leadership in the workshops. How fortunate our
school is to have such outstanding students

representing the student body.

Just a reminder that students are not permitted to wear headbands . Girls are permitted to wear hair
bands but headbands are not part of our uniform and must not be worn.

Recently | sent out plans of the new college to my Parent Group . These are the parents who have given
me their email address. | followed this up by presenting and discussing the plans at the P & C meeting. |
will continue to send out information about the new College as it becomes available, so if you would like to
be part of this email list, please send your email address directly to me at jpozz2@eq.edu.au

Our Year 9 students all sat a practice tests Tuesday and Wednesday in preparation for their NAPLAN
tests (National tests that test reading, writing, spelling, grammar and numeracy). We hope that by
experiencing test conditions and familiarizing themselves with the test format, our Year 9 students will be
better equipped for the actual tests in May.

Another reminder that the Ministerial Student Free day will be on 30 March. This is for the Primary and
High School. Our teachers will be engaged in enhancing their knowledge and skills in the use of ICT.

Hiroshima University from Japan  will be involved in a home stay program from 23 March to 3 April.
Part of this program has the Japanese students attending classes with their Australian buddies. This is not
a school run program, but we have agreed to allow the students to visit our classes.

Parent Teacher interviews for Year 8 and 11 students were held on Thursday night. This enabled our
teachers to communicate with parents about how our new students to high school (Year 8) and our new
students to senior subjects (Year 11) were traveling. Interviews for all years (8-12) will be held on the 30
April.

With this being week 7, there is only 4 weeks of the term remaining.  All students should be fully engaged
in consolidating their knowledge and preparing for assessment as most exams will be occurring in week
10 (3 weeks away). All exams will be in class time. Please support your student by ensuring that they are
studying every night.

Until next newsletter,

Julie Pozzoli,




DEBATING

Round One of the Cairns Rotary Senior Debating
Competition was held on Wednesday 4 March at St
Mary’'s, Woree. Sixteen teams have entered this year
and our Innisfail team competed in the 6pm timeslot.
Comprising of Kara Johnson, Sarah Wilson-Quinn and
Timothy Rowles, Innisfail drew the negative response to
the topic—"That the result of war is not who is right but
who is left”. While is was universally acknowledged by all
concerned as a difficult topic—especially by the
adjudicators—Kara, Sarah and Tim spoke persuasively
and eloquently. The three judges conceded that the
decision was not unanimous in awarding the decision to
Peace Lutheran College, which removed some of the
sting of defeat.

Our three representatives are to be commended on their
preparation and effort. Debating at this level took them
out of their ‘comfort zone’ and they responded admirably.
The positives associated with this activity will stay with
them for a long time.

Kym Marchant

Innisfail State High School Newsletter is
now available online at:-
www.innisfailshs.eq.edu.au
click on the newsletter link.

CASSOWARY COAST LITTLE ATHLETICS

2009 SEASON SIGN ON NIGHT ONLY
FRIDAY 20 MARCH 2009

CASTOR PARK, MOURILYAN

5.00—6.30PM

AGES 5YRS TO 16 YEARS

MUST BRING BIRTH CERTIFICATE TO SIGN ON
Season runs from April to early October

Club Nights—Fridays 5.45pm to approx 8.30pm
Joining fees $80 per athlete, uniform purchase
optional

For more information please ring Leonie

0447 123 062

It's as simple as a flick of the switch to

raise awareness of climate change

At 8.30 pm on March 28, people around the
world will turn their lights off for one hour for
Earth Hour 2009. The aim is to get one
billion people in more than 1000 cities to join
together in a global effort to show that it's
possible to take action on global

warming. Turn your lights off at home for
one hour.

Debbie’s Wedding & Florist Shop presents the
2009 Debutant Ball in June. Any interested debs
should call into Debbie’s Florist shop or phone

AUSTRALIAN IDOL AUDITIONS
Tuesday 14 March 2009
Shangri-La Hotel Cairns
www.australianidol.com.au




Expressions of interest are called for in a
Debutante Ball to be held at Innisfail Shire Hall
on Saturday 1 August 2009 (to be confirmed).
To be eligible girls must be born in 1992 or
1993 and be prepared to practice with a partner
for a few Sunday evenings prior to the event.
Please be aware that places are limited and
your intention to participate should be indicated
by no later than Sunday 22 March.

Please email names and contact details to
either of the follow:-

anita0O6 @bigpond.com or
paneys@bigpond.net.au

FOR SALE
PIANO OTTO MEISTER

Upright, Colour Black, with De-humidifier and stool with music
score storage.
This piano is ‘as new’ being only 3 years old and has been
professionally cared for and tuned by the Simpson Brothers.
Must sell due to injury. Price $3000
50% vendor finance can be arranged.
To arrange inspection please call Shiralee on 4032 0795 or
0417 193 898

FOR SALE
Music stand foldable $10
Metronome $10 suitable for drums or piano
Please call Shiralee on 4032 0795 or 0417 193 898

WEEK MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY |THURSDAY FRIDAY

COMMENCING

16/3/2009 C Martin K Ferguson L Zima B Guldali

23/3/2009 L Zima K Mitchell A Ridgwell L Anderson
M Nolan

30/3/2009 K Mitchell R Doyle B Gudali

6/4/2009 Y Moule A Ridgwell L Zima Good Friday

completers.

NEXT STEP 2009

The Queensland Government will again be conducting its annual statewide destination survey of all
students who completed Year 12 in 2008. The Next Step survey is a brief confidential survey that aims to
gain a comprehensive picture of the employment, study and life choices made by Queensland school

Any person who completed Year 12 last year can expect to receive a telephone call or a paper-based
survey by mail, between March and May 2009. Please encourage them to take part. If their contact details
have changed, please assist the interviewer with their updated details or forward the survey to their new
address so they can participate in the survey. Thank you for your support of the Next Step survey in 2009.
For more information visit www.education.qld.gov.au/nextstep/ or telephone toll free on 1800 068 587
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Music Trip

Instrumental music students from years 8 through to 12 attended a 3
day camp last week to help build up their music repertoire for the year
and gain valuable practice in working with the various bands and
ensembles at the school. The camp was held in Tully and students
camped in tents for the days while practising music in the outdoor
area. Students also participated in a number of team building events
during the course of the
camp. Instrumental
music is up and running
at the school and
rehearsals for the
Concert Band and Stage Band are held after school on a Thursday
while the Violin Ensemble rehearses after school on Tuesdays.

There are various performances, workshops and outings planned for
the year already for instrumental music students. Students who may
wish to be involved in the program can find out more by contacting
Ms Rankine at the school each Monday and Thursday in the music
block.

School Captain Presentations

Mr Pitt (Member for Mulgrave) recently acknowledged the
leadership roles played by our school captains with a
presentation to each student. The presentation of a
personally signed diary to Justin and Vanessa occurred at
the Senior Parade and the diaries were handed over by
Deputy Mayor Mr Mark Nolan on behalf of Mr Pitt.
Congratulations to both of the school captains.

Donation to School

The National Servicesmans Association of Australia each year makes
a donation for books to our school library. The group recently
presented a cheque to the school and this was proudly accepted by
Student Leader Tim Rowles. The presentation was made by
Association representative Mr Phil Pearce.

Getting the Simple Things Right

Our school has a range of expectations for all students. Theses expectations enable students to succeed at both
school and for preparation after they leave school. They are often very simple expectations and by getting these
right students will be less likely to encounter major problems further down the track.

These simple rules and procedures are available for parents at any time and were produced in an earlier newslet-
ter. The school also has three Non-Negotiables which the school treats very seriously and often responds with
suspensions. For your information these three non — negotiables are:

SAFETY and CONSIDERATION OF OTHERS
1 Are my actions or language threatening, unpleasant or abusive?
2 Will my actions cause mental or physical harm”

RESPONSIBILITY
3 Am | refusing to follow a reasonable request from a teacher or adult in a position of responsibility?




MATHS QUIZ
4.08 One Sock, Two Socks 4* 7.17 Score 100 7

*

In a certain community live
1 200 men. Five percent of them
are wearing one sock. Of the
other 95%, half are wearing two
socks, and half are wearing no
socks.

What is the total number of socks being worn by the men?

By hitting a target, Juanita can score
11, 16, 23, 26, 29 or 40 points with
each arrow. Find at least three ways
she can score exactly 100 points. What
is the least number of arrows she can
shoot to score exactly 100 points?

S

Answers to questions in issue 2

4.01 Back to Back 7.14 How Long is her Finger?
Typical arm around 60 cm.
10 metres apart. Typical index finger is around 6 cm.
So Statue finger about 1.28 metres. (1/10).

Innisfail SHS searching for U.F.O.S.
(Uniforms For Our School)

The search for a new uniform has started as we prepare to move to our new school site in 2010.

A uniform committee consisting of student, parent and staff representatives has been convened and our first task is to discover your
opinions about the current uniform and listen to any suggestions you have for the design of the new uniform.

Please take the time to complete the survey below and return it to the school office. Your responses will help the committee gain an
understanding about what our school community feels is important for our new uniform. A summary of the opinions collected will be
published in an upcoming newsletter for your information.

Please feel free to contact me at the school if you have any questions about the uniform design process, or suggestions regarding
the new uniform. Thank you for your time.

Joy Murgatroyd

UNIFORM SURVEY

1 Are you a Staff member Student Parent Community member
2 What do you like about the current uniform?
3 What would you like to see improved?
4 What is important to you when you think about a new school uniform?
Sense of identity Style Affordability
Comfort Durability
Light/Breathable material Other
5 Should there be distinct uniforms for:
Years 8, 9 Years 10, 11, 12 Formal uniform
School tech students Sports uniform
6 I think the new school uniform should consist of the following:
Buttoned shirt Tie Blazer
Formal skirt Trousers Shorts
Collared polo shirt Skirt Jumper
Hat Other
7 What colours would you like to see featured in the new school uniform?
8 What is a suitable price for the uniform?
9 What suggestions do you have for the new school’s logo?

10 What suggestions do you have for the new school’s motto?




